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& FN generally, at preſent, buſy themſelves in diſcourſing about the 
/ Succeſſion, and therefore cannot but be pleaſed to have a ſhort Hiſto- 
ry of it ſet before them : For by ſeeing how the Crown has deſcend- 
| ed, and in what manner, and upon what grounds the natural Courſe 
of the Deſcent hath been changed, they will be enabled to judge what has been 
the Opinion of all Ages, in this ſo controverted a Point, and thereby may ſafely 
Cirect their Own. 

Nothing certain has come down to us of the Nature of the Government of 
this Iſland before the Romans came hither ; _ only this we learn from Ceſar, and 
Strabo, and Tacitzs, That the Brittains were ſubje&t to many Princes and States, 
not confedetate, nor conſulting in common, but always ſuſfpecting, and frequent- 
ly warring with one another. 

During the Heprarchy, whilſt every Kingdom was govern'd by different Laws, 
we cannot think they agreed in one Rule of Succeflion : But, if that does not, 
Tamfure, the reading the many Changes and Confuſions of thoſe Times muſt 
— any man, that their Rule was uncertain, or elſe that they had no Rule 
at all. 

Thoſe feven Kingdoms wereat laſt united under Egbert: But yet our Hiſto- 
rians who lived neareſt thoſe Times, expreſt theinſelves ſo od!ly in this Mat- 
ter, and do fo conſtantly mention the Election of almoſt every King before they 
tell us of his Coronation, that ſome learned men have doubred; whether be- 
fore the Conqueit the Government of this Ila was ever grown up into a ſet- 


tled Hereditary Monarchy. Surely if it were ſo, yet all muſt agree, that 


( 2 )) then the Succeſſion was not guided by the ſame Rules, as ſome men believe 
or pretend it ought now to be. Egbert himſelf, the firſt Eng/iſh Monarch, came 
to the Crown, not by Succeſkon but Ele&ion, being no way related to Briſi- 
4, the laſt of the Weſt-Saxon Kings ; and when he died, he gave the King- 
doms of Kent and Effſex ro his ſecond Son. ( 6) Erhelwolf divided the whole 
iſland between his two Sons Erhelbald and Ethelbert. ( c ) Athelſtan (though 
2 Baſtard) ſucceeded his Father, and was preferred to his ligitimate Brothers. 
(4) Edred, the younger Brother of King Edmond, was advanced to the Throne, 
though the deceaſed Prince had two Sons, Edwin and Edgar, who did both of 
them reign afterward ſucceſſively. Edgar left a, Son athis Death; but yer 
there hapned a mighty Conteſt abour his Succeſlor, ( e } ſome of the great 
rtien contending for the Election of Egelred his Brother. But at laſt the Intereſt 
fs) 
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of Edward the Son prevail'd, and he wasin a full Aſſembly eleed, conſecrated 
and anointed King: That which Ailredus, Abbot of Rievallis, in his Life of bo 

| ward the Confeſſor, gives an account of, ſeems very remarkable to bn Or 
(f) Glorioſus. King Ethelred (f ) ( who was no tame and eafie Prince ) —— af _ is 

Rex Ethelri- Succeſlor in his Life-time, ( g ) ſummoned a grear Council expre y or t 2 pus- 

Re Aured poſe, and propoſes the thing to them. The Council were divided, ſome of them 

q"7y appearing for Edmond his eldeſt Son, and ſome for Alfred his ſecond Son by 

(e) Fit nag- Queen Emma. But at laſt, upon ſome ſuperſtitious Fancy, they agreed ® _ 

m4 coram Re- both of them, and elected the Infant that was in the Queens Womb. ou UC 

"oe 2g "" Ele&ion the King gave his (h ) Royal Aﬀent, and the whole po ly now» 

Reival. 55 Fealty to the Child whilſt yer unborn. Undoubtedly this Story = = p res 

ſupra. that it was not enough at that time roentitle one to the Crown, that he _ - e 

(b) Preb?t E* Kings Eldeſt Son, for then Erhelred would neyer have ſuffer'd a Debate about the 

> fag Election of a Succeſſor, nor ſummon'd a Parliament expreſly for tha purpole, 

Ailr. 4.Rei- Which you ſee he thought neceſſary to be done. And notwithſtanding all his care, 

val. »bi ſupra. it ſeems upon the Death of Erhelred, Canuus had ſo greatan —_—_ = 

E235; An unanimous conſent ina full ( 4) Counſel he was elected King, and all the] ue 

(2) Epiſerph of the laſt Prince rejected. Tis true, the Londoners ſtood frm to Edmond Ironfile, 

ar $097 1 d th little Influence on the Suc- 

Nuiqut whilio- ( the approbation of that renowned City had then no li nar 

775 Angliz is cefſion ) and there were divers Battels fought between them ; bur art laſt they 

£17 12 ---. Came to an Agreement, and Edmond dying, the Dare ruled the whole Iſland peace- 

fon D—_ ably whilſt he lived. . . | 

in Dominum 

& Regen Ele-. Immediately upon the Death of Canutus, there was aſſembled at Oxford 

Eeeiom Re- ( © ) 2 great Council to determine who ought to ſucceed ; where, notwithſtand- 

>; Echelredi ing all the Intereſt which Godwin Earl of Xent, and the Weſt Saxon great men, 

rpudiantes. Could make on the behalf of Hardikzute, the legitimate Son of the dead King, 

Sim. Dunelm they were over-yoted, and Harald Harefoor ( his Baſtard, begotten on —_ 

_—_— or Elgiva ) was elected. Harald dy'd inthe 5th year of his Reign, yu ( E. l = 

Bromprf.903 the People were content to accept of Hardikpute for their King, and to that en 

Rog-Hovedon ſent for him out of Flanders; but he dying Ifſueleſs, it was ordained in a 

ay f 434 ( 4 ) General Council, that never any Dare ſhould for the future be admitted to 


Placitios con i ded to ele& Alfred, the Son of 
= n in England. Afﬀter which they proceede d, | 
Reani pb 4 Echitred, ol he being murder'd by the Treachery of Earl Godwin, they chofe 


one apud Ox- hj r Edward, commonly called Edward the Confeſſor. Nor were theſe 
- fatium veg theirs made with ba reſpe& to nearneſs of Blood, more than thoſe 
ef Brompt. hereof we have heard before ; for Edmond Ironſide, their Elder Brother, had 
= wor 2 Son thenalive, (e ) whoſe name was Edward, and who was Father to Edgar 
tau Oxo- Acheling, living alſo atthe ſame time. And though this Edward had an un- 
nium 4832 Joubred Title to the Crown, if proximity of Blood could have given it, yer the 
OS far from ſaſpe&ing any danger from ſuch a Ticle, as that he in- 

Succef- Confeſſor was 1o far from ſuſpe&ing any er It 

fre Hen. vited his Nephew into Ezglard, and welcom'd him when he came,with the greac- 
-=bag de eſt expreflions of Joy, and entertain'd him with the greateſt Confidence. Nor 
event, Angl- 12d the People any regard to this Royal Blood upon the Death of the Confeſſor, 
—_ —__ but eleed Harald, the Son of Earl Godwin, who had no pretence of Kindred to 
(c)Poft mortem the Saxon Line. 


_ _— Rex. Hen. Hunt 1.6. f. 355. (4d) Omnes Anglorum magnates ad invicem trattantes de communi Concilio e+ 


Zuramento ftatutrunt, quod nunquam temporibus futurts aliquis Dacus ſuper eos in Anglia regnaret. Brompt 934+ (e) Brompt 945. 


w, among many other Inſtances which may be given, will ſhew plainly 
—_T men kde chemſelves to the Crown in thoſe days, and that then 
ic was no ſtrange thing to hear of a Parliaments medling with the Succeſſion. 
Therefore ſuppoſe, the men who ſeem aſtoniſhed at the boldneſs ofa Parliament, 
in preſuming to ſpeak of ic at this time, will ſay, that they ought not to be trou- 
bled with Preſidents before the Norman Conqueſt ; and that though the __ 


[3 ] 


might be guilty of preferringa brave and deſerving :Baft ard, before a cruel or a 
fihy legitimate Prince,.and of many other Irregularities, yet no ſuch things are to 
be found in our Hiſtories fince the time of William the firit, whole Reign is the 
great Epoche, from whence we do compute our Kings Lec us therefore go en 
more particularly to obſerve what has been done {ince that time, and we thall ſee 
whether they who wonder ſo much, have any reaſon to do ſo. 
Wiliam the Conqueroar was himſelf illegitimate, and yet ſucceeded his Father 
in the Dutchy of Normandy, and therefore had no reaſon to ſet any great value 
upon that ſort of Title, which is derived from a Right of Bloud. And it ſeems 
he did not much regard it ; for paſſing by Robert his eldeſt, he gave the Crown 
( a) by his laſt Will, toW:liam Rufus his younger Son, diſpoting only with re- (4) 4'pare ut 
gard to his own Inclinations, the Crown which himſelt had gain'd. Fima va/rtudi- 
Bur his Son was too wile to rely upon this Diſpoſition as a ſufficient Title, " 4:cmbnre 
and therefore had recourſe to a more {ure one: (b) For,calling together theNobles ->—4*<"__y 
and wiſe Mea of the Kingdom, he acquainted them in a full Council, with his G,,1 »7.;ness, 
Fathers Will, and deſired their Conſent to it ; who after a long Conſultation, 11» 4. fol. 120. 
did at laſt unanimouſly agree to make him their King, and thereupon he was $7 Dune. 
Crown'd by Lanfranck, Archbiſhop of Canterbury. I cannot but obſerve one dnp 
ching farcher, that though ſome men make ule of the abſolute Victory which 8-orpe..: $90. 
the Conguerour had made, and affirm, that thereby the Ergliſh were wholly bro- (5) 'conur<ris + 
ken, and all the old Laws and Cuſtoms of the Realm were deſtroy'd, yer it is '91e nagnat 
plain that at this time the E-g/iſh Intereſt was fo great, that it kept the Crown 7% Prompt 
upon William Rufus's Head, in ſpight of all that the Vormans could do in behalf Ounces as: 
of Roberr, though they univerſally joyn'd with him. ( c ) For the King calling Wei:mona- 
together the Engliſh, and opening to them the Treaſon of the Normans, and ficrium is 
(4 ) promiſing them a complear Reſtitution of their ancient Laws, they ſtood (prer'®7. 


firm ro him, and {con put an end to all the Attempts of his Brother, and his pup ungan 


Dt orman Accomplices. Conſuitationen 
Guiltelrpum 


Rufum Regem fecere. Mat. Paris, Flores hiff, fol. 231. Volentibus omnium Provincialium arimis in Regem acctptus. Mat. Paris in 
wit. Gull. 2. fol. 14. anno 1088. (c) Rex fecat convocare; Anglos, Sis Dunelm, a3. 1c88:; fol. 214. (4) Azzli cum f4ts 
liter juvabant, 8c, Sim, Dun. abi ſupra. | 


Upon the Death of William Rufus, Robert had a fair pretence to renew his 
Claim tro the Crown, ( a) but that Prince had diſcover'd too much of the Cru- (2) Hi Ro- 
elty of his Diſpoſition, of his averſon to the Engliſh Nation, and of his proneneſs rg vrtus ſemper 
Revenge ; fo that by the fall Conſent and Counſel of the whole Body of the ——_— 
Realm, aſſembled at Wincheftet, he was finally rejected, and they did concut lis extiterar 
to ele&t the Congueror's third Son Hevry for their. King, ( as Mat. Weſtminſter Baronibus Reg- 
expreſles it.) Nor did they do this bur upon Terms; for both the Clergy and ICE qd 
Laity-ſaid,. that if he would reſtore them their ancient Liberties, -and confirm ap" — 
them by his. Charter, and abrogate ſome levere Laws which _his Father had t»tius commu- 
made, they. would conſent to make him King. | And this prudent and learned King nitz:is Regni, 
was not Gs unwilling to.own this Title ; for he does at large recicg it in #4" ſnare 
his Charter whereby. he confirms their Liberties, (b ) Sciatis me miſericordia _ =—_ 
Dei, &: commmwni. conſilio. Baranum Regni Angie, ejuſdem Regni Regem Coronatum (wut, & 
1 +, HE BTaril | | Henricum 


eſſe, VC. +9888 : BET 2 


5:4), Ve A TS Ie Cos ; ratrem in Rt- 
gem erexerunt, H. de Koyght, c. 8. 2374 Poſt mortem Willielm! Rufi elefus ft Henricus frater efus Mat. pu 55.13 Vit 
H. I. 4% 1100. 62: anno 11p-; Mat: Weſt. 235 Apud: Wintone in Regen elefius eff. Broinpr:997. (6) Rich. Ha- 
gaſtad 310% Brompt."10. 21. MatsParis. 240+ '. Þ ©» DRONE . +3; 

Henry; the fixſt you ſee. had .reaſon_ to , believe and own the Power of the 
Kingdom, in. ſetting the,; Crown. upon.:what head they pleaſed, and therefore 
he defired to ſecure it. that way to bis Poſterity,” To thatend, inthe 13th year RE 
;HIUEBIOU Cy Safe te; 4 ibs tad YA TE. «< Frag .; (c Y Coefto 
of. his Reign, (/c.)he-ſummon'd a Council, and probred all che great and-pow- coritis firit 
_ . amis, Pringipes & Potentes Anglicayi Regui Vote &« Regnum Willielmo filio ſuo, &c. oy Chron. 1132. 
noovigd ; 70M : erful " 


1 +” 4 


C43 | 
erfol men of the Kingdom to ſwear that his Soni 1585,» ſhould ſucceed 
him : But afrerwards this Sofi of his was unfortmarely drown'd, and te 
King dy'd, leaving no other Iflhe bur 244d his Davghter, who had been mar- 
ried to the pepervar, and afterward to Groftry Merraginet, Earl of Anjow. 
No difpate can be made, but that the bad all theRipht which proximiry of 
Bloud could give; yet Stephen, Karl of Botoign, who was the Son of dra, 
one of the Conquerors Daughters, and whoſe elder Brother Theobald, Earl of 
Bios, was then living, ftept in before her, and by ating to them the 
Inconvenience 'of a Fearnine Government, and promifmg them to conſent t6 

() Apinoi- ach good and gentle Laws as they ſhould deviſe, prevail'd (4) with the | 

is m— 4 Eftares of the Realm to elect him King. And int this Charter, which he made. 

pt =. ſoon after, he owns this Title, beginning ic thus, Ex Stephenus Dei grati, - 

& 4 Will. 4ſenſu Cleri & Populi grin on Anglia tiettwes, Bc. And the Pope, in his Charter 

Cant. Archie» of Confirmation, ſent to hi 


> ord ag * in _ of his Reign, oy him, Thathe 
# Rt 12s, Commuai voro & unanimi uffenſn tam Proctrim ynam teria Popmli,in Regen 
pw Confeeren 1 thous "And then he adds, That finceſb utiverfal an Aﬀent could not be di- 
Grace, he therefore allows his Title, and confirms 


Tis true that afterwards aud the Ernprels, > with her Son Herry, 
their ſide, gave him oe diftute 

(r)H whom he pla- 

ks. £395 R. Ced his =_— 

Hag.de gettis his Succeſior, but without Succeſs ) came to an Agreement with the Empre(fs 


&, Rex Sie- him his Heif 3 and with the fame confent Herry gives Srepher: the name of 
planus 3/07 Facher, and agrees that he ſhould continue to be King, during his Life, and 
they all Swore, That if Henry ſ{urviv'd, he ſhould without oppoſition obtain 


Ci Fi Crow and Srephrn by his Charter, which is fer down at large in Brompton 
on kay publifhes this Agreement, Brompr. 1037, 


nium Jarammo ceheefſet. & conflr mavie ti totins Anglit principution, Dux tem ſaſcipit ewn in loown genitoris, ontendens ti om- 

mbs. tirbus vit.e ſue nomen & res is cubnizas obtintre, Getvaſ. i. 1379. I convent Epiſcqporum E* atrorim tle Reguo 

= Mat. Weſtin. f. 245. «s; 1153. & 282. ar. 1454, Conſtnſt#unt in hot ones priveipes Regni. Jo. Hagulftad, f. 282- Mat. 
aris 86, Hen. Hint: 1.8. F. 358. Jo. Hagulfiad, 282: atfo 1154. - 


In all this. Tranf2&tion cercainily there was no confideration had of ny other 

Right, but chat which univerſal confent conferred 3 For if Srepher's Heir had 
PS eee wy tokiye al Ro Potebons ahh he Baer orig 

he-lame | | 723 to baye all che ons which tis Fatt þ 

oJ before he was made King. 7s the Hey of Henry the firft had 2h Tie, 

(33 Comen+ that was veſted in 1Mand the Empreſs, who was rhen alld living 3 & that teh 
yang ther of the parties had any other colour of Right to the Crown, than what the 
Wandato Regit —_— the People them, A wh y 4 
Landoviams - According -to this Parliamentity greement d Lamitation, ' Frepben enjoy'd 
rtizs Ang'iz the Crown peaceably during his Life, and after ftis Death #»+y the Seven 
ut heremembred by. what Title, and therefore was 
$ Son in the fatne matmer, that be took very dan- 
it.. {# ) For Stuticmoning 4 Parliament ' ro tright ot 

ſti urmani London, he procures his Son Hevry to be tad: ether with him 
con payee ſelf, by their conſem, and che tis was Crowned by che Archbiſhop of 
B: 2.f, 1412, Zork, and Fealty Sworn t& tim: by all. This was theorenion of Civil Wars. 
tween. 


Epiſcop,Avbt- c2me to it as © 
tes, Comites, ELF 1 PEACECADIY 3 
Bees, Vie. Gefirdus to fecore it 10 


comites Prejo» BErous and tit) wal hy! Hug | 
cures his | 
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between ther, for the Fxtljer vacihe Anthem ſecured the Sheceffi- 

on to him, znd the Soh Was impatient e bare Tile of a King, 

all along pretending ro an Equal med _ Frrip © iently appedr by What 

he writes to the Prior ant! Cotwentof Emrebiry, wherehe takes hotice, Thit 

his Father did attempt ſome Invaſions upon them, which he ought nor'to 

have done without his ___— qc ova us, ratione higk unttonis, Regnum, & to- (*) Getvss 
tins Repri owram fuſcepinms, ath Fay peal\d #6 the Poje it there: Hz t. 125. 
half. Nay, the Father Fifa _ the Report to his Sons Dignity, That 

when he at laſt ſabdued him and his Rebellious ; (4) he would not ( @) Brompr. 
ſaffer him to do him Hotate with One an Rhode he offered it.) Bat * 7420 
Henry the Son dying in che Life vf his Father; Richard Was then his Eldeft Son (a) M. Paris 
ſarviving, and conſequently had all che Right which a nexr Heir could claim. 34. 

Bart - the wiſe and wr _ had not confidehet efiough to ttly upon this ( how (2). Fof mn 
ſo much talk'd of) ſacred Right 3 but thoigh he had already ſuffered  nmch ©27 dog 
from diſobedient Sons, Wis glad to vet che Seceſſion confitmed to hith fn bis 516m 
Life-time. And, the Truth is, there was yung enough that he ſhould do Io x, 1:iiom & de 
for he had all his Children by '& - anor Datghter of Wiz;4% Duke of _ 647. - 
Guyth, ( 4 ) who was before tbe I of Lewis the 5b King of Prone, who 5 4p ys Par. 2. 
was ſtill living, and the onely Divorced k Adble#4, Which being note Di- (.) tio wig. 
Vorte 2 vinculs Matrimozii, the coald frot, Either by the Ciion-Law waiver- An. 1190. 
fal'y received, or the Laws of England, GP Matty with wy oth Hug- 14)Prelatorim 


Comitum &> a- 
band. lioram WNobiti- 
un multituds 


Afﬀer his Father's Death, Richard chttre © Lv946#, tg od lace all the infrire, 
Clergy and Laity were funnimoned 3 nl (% ) after he had beet tbledialy and Bromp. : 28: 
duely Elected by the whole Clergy 2d Laify, ( they &ethe very words of the ( Ms Paris, 
Hiſtorian ) 2nd taken theufin] Oarhs, he was Crowned. And when he undetcook $6 aligns <4 
the holy War, he{ c ) declared Arthur Son of his next Brother Gthffery the /tipr Regis 
Duke of Britain, the next Heir to the Crown.  Defuntti aliis 


prepolleret proe 
Richard dyi ying without Iſiie, rhis 4th#7 tight to have ſucte his Frick anos 
Siſter Eliawoy alſ0had 4 Title before her Uncle : But Jobs the youliger of, 1:7 4525 of 
without regirding this divite Right of his Nephew, applies hinkſelf to the = rſentienthur. 
People mm more ſite, though but 4 0008 Titke, ( 4) who being ſurnmon'd pL. hots 
together, ele@ed him King. And Ce ) He &+ the then Archbiiop ofE=edwy, fonts, 
did at his Coronation, .pre tie; whith would have ſounded very eili, an. 1 Jo, 
ſtrangely to the Convecirien 7 1648 { 14x. ) No ont tould wake any title tg = vt. A. ir 
the Crown, 9 ab wrverſicnte Regni Whatiwiter Eltihiu, Ald chit he whe Gps 1d. 
wwv1woſt worthy ought wo be preferred. Butf 45 te g9c3 0h) iFany ofit of the he came to 
n_ the deceaſed King, Was mote deft vinng thin others; 2572 the BFg- the Grown, 
her of the deceated King wis, the 6 ought Mdte readily to e126 Bit; 7oreerndice: 
than 2 Stranger to the. oyal Bloud, k.... bo Wir the Title King bor r@tdiie- 777 © Petit 


ed, afid this was then ſufficient to pur ! Atﬀid in JChiaf vam Po 
ion Jed bs Cronn WU — \noLyng 


be for re that ofce owti, that th cheek wn {td fvout unanimi Con- 
5 Subjorhs :: ſenſu &+ Fa- 
, UE. 
But vheh King HYe net ta = #(iis? dtuts; s and \ went 2b6it wb &) "nm b 
wg Notigion ( Ms 4 it Bet to the Ning of Mbme om Wn, 


boa Arne Witnwhich rhe Pegple 94029 coljuir,. 
rived his Title, 1 —> any 
nbd Wit m; to Midke a -4 4 "debiter - wdbie- 


[tion on, f h ny of Frans, No, WAS fheft Hei 'th rw), Mat, 
wo nth Cp »: Sm of Pb 


Neo, erg Dau ta 'Pariy 293, 
foe Sh © Ehanos;both the Gilroy Di + being deed der g () Mite Pit, 
rhat tins>== * 279.Ftb.Hiſt, 

R When anno 1216. 


cb) When 
ſyppoſed my = ben 
v oy Hong 


[6] 
| D Jn | ir choi nſented to ſend his Son, being 
| | . When King Philip heard of their choice, ” _ Rs Blood bebe . Bexord 
earn fo mane reps therezo by, tus realon, (. f his Brother &ichard, he was 
ten ſum Ree eq by an Attainder of Treafon in the Life-time of. his == yon ge pt tee 
4 go uncapable of taking the Crown by Deſcent, and unworthy to y 
um - , R : : 
angliz an Way. = bf - J | | | 
; inde | , . ad 
eeeſeres. to preſerve the Peoples Laws, and they ſearing Allegiance to him : =—_ 
core ea.gone 1 THC 7 i0n-Oath, and attempted ſeveral ways tointrocuce an 
ts fit per ju my yn he was well Efabliſhed in his Throne ; which 
1s furt per [#- : Fa © : - 
ym inCuri = Enghi aſſoon reſenced : And King Fohn happening to die very opportune 
_w . | wy Ti Eat Marſval, calling together the Great men of - REO, a 
Mat. Weſtm. 1: ? : bo i , . periwade 
275, Mit.Par. placing Hewry me nm. Un ne, E oe; ee Barbers Emalte: 
281. Mm to MAKE nim A - > | . 25 2 
()Nar Weſt "E) the Earl of Glouceſrer ſaid this was contrary -r _—— | 56 
kroghe, Which the Marſhal replied, that Lewis by breaking his Oath had abſoly d th: 
"4 irs; and that he deſpiſed the Ergliſs to ſet up the French z and that 
SpSory. From - (Res 3/20 on of the Realm. With whoſe Reaſons the whole 
17 he woe gt wn go# ont unanimouſly, Fiat Rex and accordingly 
bl ha | : J W x 2 
they-Crown' King Henry the third, and | ſoon after compelled Lewis to re 


renounce all pretences to the Crown. 


Hen. d ; I ing, after a long and troubleſome Reign, his Son Edward 
Knyghr, Fg A Let A hopes, Cad whole Life anſwered the higheſt ex- 
1San—y ecations ſucceeded ; but whether he was the eldeſt Son of his Facher, re- 
T T— 2 doubt in Hiſtory. The Houle of Lancaſ'er, who derived themſelves 
from his Brother Edmond, pretending always that Edmond was the mnt, _ 
Edward the Younger Brother, and that Edmond was put by the Crown, - y 
common Conſent, for his Detformity. | 


' Death of Edward the Firſt, his Son Edward the Second ſucceeded, 
omg Þ oo ng rating from ſo: great a Father, the Pepple grew weary of his 
Ed. 2. 2ut Ne. CEgenerating 11 : a Parl being by him ſum- 
pegs Irregular and Arbitrary Government. And- a Parliament being by 
hoon moned at Weſtminſter, as all our Writers ſay, or as Polydor Y; Fg" Or ds It, 
Pol. Virg Principes Convocato Concitio pervenerunt Londini ( _ © Ive, 0n'y BEWe 
FR&-S-$52) may know what Polydor means, -when he makes u E Of the exprejnion of Frim-. 
Froiſlart 1. cipes in;Concilio Congregati; ) They preſently, entred into a comceration of 
vol.c. 14+ | the miſerable Rate of the Nation.z and a Paper being publick yr 3 CON» 
Eran hep: taining many; Inſtances of the King's Miſgovernment, all which he had con- 
Point” felled, they concluded, he was pay to Reign any longer, and: that he 
ie Leahed..com he to be depoſed ; and ſent to him to et him know their Reſolution, andrto 
OY AY AIDE GePoren's is. Crown | Dignity, otherwiſe they.-would 
l. 3- C-15- Tequire him to renounce his Crown and Roya ax © A onere bo 2. 
8 | .ppoceed a they thowghe gaod. And they appointed Commiltcnrs 1 foo 
| 2: PEOCERc 225. WHEY NO T: "+ the Biſhoxs 1 rl. of War 
| ©. kx or Names: 1h 7 KS Tor the Boris 3 and Sir William Fruſel tor the 
- Commons, tO reſign their Homage up to him : which Frufe! pronounced in 
all. their. Names, and formally depriv'd him of all Royal Power 3 the formof 
which - is -particularly: ſet down, by Knighton, The King read this og Seakence 
(a) 2d Fi With.extraordinary grief, and many complaints of: thoſe evil Coun ” wi Who 
lixmſumEd- had ſeduced him ; butin the midſt . of his Sorrow ( « ) he gave them than 
F Kenan hat they Eleedhis Son to reign afrer him, This was that glorious Prince 
- Regnaturam- x: 1 ard the Thi ed. King in his Fathers Life-time 
Feeiſen, Edver#-fhe Third cnt Walks: Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, who preached 
Knyght 2550, #2tuerſus. populus conſenſit. ' i Of: SAL CH CE rae Prat 20% Des. By-thes 
(4) Pol. Virg./ the Coronation-Sermon, took this for his Text 3. 1 "7 ops a Fu OS. yt 1 
cf. 295 "we may ſee that all his Predeceſſors were not of Archbiſhop Las earns, 


FA 


but tliouglit there was-a Divine Right ſomewhere elſe than where he : placed 

ir. Upon the death of Edward the black Prince, there was ſome Diſpute whe- Turi Herdi- 
ther Fobr of Gaunt, the eldeſt ſurviving Son of Edward the Third, ſhould Succeed 7; 17 mim 
Fare propinquitatis, Or Richard the Son of the Black, Prince  wherenpon Edward tots communi 
the Third procured the Parliament- to confirm the Succeflion to Richard the Se- Snevorm, H. 
cond, And afterwards, when Edward the Third died, { b)) Polidorus Virgil lays, f 0/0 hg 
Principes Regni habito Concilio apud Weſtm. ( you know what Polidor means by Roc.” part, 
principes ) Richardum, Edwardi principts Filjum, Regem dicunt, by their common Suf- 1 #. 4. 
frages. 57 | Pol. Virg.l. 5. 


In the 21 year of Richard's Reign, a Partiament being aſſembled at Weſt- 
muſter, they drew up, by their common Conſent, a Form whereby he did re- 
fign the Crown, and the.name and- power of King, diſcharging all - his Subjects 
from all Oaths which they had taken of Allegiance to bim, confefling himſelf 
thereby inſufficient for the Government, and ſwearing never to make any pre- 
tences to the ſame for the furure. Ali which - he Pronounced and Subſcribed, 
wiſhing, ( if it were in his power, ) tohave Henry Duke of Lancaſter for his Suc- 
cefſour ; but ſince it was not, he deſired the Commiſſioners to {ignifie his Deſires 
to the States of the Realm. The next day all the States of the Realm accepred 
his Refignation, and when that was done, they proceeded to read publickly his 
Coronation-Oath, and all the Breaches of it, that fo it might appear how juſtly 
he had deſerved to bedepoſed. All which are contained in Thirty three Ar- 
ticles, entred at large in the Rolls of Parliament, ( and well 'deſerve to be read ) 
whereupon the States adjudged that he ſhall be Deposd, and appoint Com- 
miffioners 44 Deponendum eundem Richardum Regem ab omni Digmtare, Maje- 
ftate & honore Regits, vice, nomine & authoritate omnium ſtatuum prediftorum, 
prout in Conſimlibus caſobus de antiqua conſuetudine difti Regni fuit obſervatun : 
which the Biſhop of St. 4/aph did, in full Parliament, in their names, and 
by their dire&tions. The ſame Commiſſioners were alſo to reſign up to 
him their Homage and Fealty, and intimate the Sentence of . Depofition; 
which they did accordingly, by the Mouth of Sir Wiliam Thirzing, whoſe 
words are at large entred upon Record. Then did the Parliamenc proceed 
to chooſe Henry the. Fourth Kings; And upon this Title onely / did he 
rely, though he mentioned ſome other trifling ones, as that he challeng- 
ed, it being then void, by Force, as Deſcended to him from King Herry 


the Third. | 


But this could give. him no Title, for *tis plain that whilſt any of che Iſſue 
of Lionel Duke of Clarence, the Third Son of Herry the Third, were in being, 
no right of Blood could Deſcend to him, who derived his Pedigree only from 
Fohn of Gaunt, who was but his Fourth Son. And he plainly ſhewed what a good 7 H. 4 cap.a. 
Opinion he had of a Parliamentary Tirle to the Crown, when in the 7:h year: 
his Reign, he procured an Actof Parliament to-paſs, whereby the Inhericance of 
the Crown and Realms. of Englandand France were ſerled upon himſelffor Life, 
and the Remainder entail'd upon his four Sons by name, and the Ifſue of their 
Bodies begotten. He was contented that it ſhould be limited no farther, buc 
that after Lilure of his own Iſſue, it ſhould goaccording to the general direQi- 
on of the Law. And he made a Charter foort after, whereby he ſerled the : 
Crown purſuant to. this AR, of Parliament : Poſt ipſum ſucceſſive beredibus ſuis de —_ 
ipſine  Corpore legitime procreandis., which: :Charter was again confirm'd in R.3.1.2.f.50. 
Parliament, the 22 December, $ H. 4. and the Original Charter 'is till ro 
be ſeen in the Cotton Library. de | 


- Immediately upon the Death of Hery the Fourth, a Parliament metat 
Weſtminſter, and there, according to. the Fea of rhe Realm, it was hype" 


| [8] 
red who ſhould be King : Bit all Men had entertained {6 866d thoughts of 
: ro] _ Henry, that withotif ſaying till the whole Aﬀettibly had declared 
him King, divers of them began t6 fwear Allegiance to him. A thing 
£ d withour Preſident, as only occaſioned by the exrraordianry O- 
" pinion which was generally bobeel {4 of him before. © 
And the certaia Title veſted in hit by ah At of Patliametit. 


a: 


Princeps Henricus, fatto Patris ſui funere, Contilium Printt- 
pum apud Weſtmonaſteruum Convocandum Curat, in quo 
te Rege Creando, more Majorum, agitabatur. Continuo a- 
liquot Principes ultro in ejusVerba jurare ceperunt, quod Be= 
nevolentice Officium Nalli, priaſquam Rex renunciatus efſets 
' praeſtitum con fiat. Adeo Henricus ab ineunte etate ſpem om- 
 wibusoftime Indolis fecit, -Pol. Virg. I 22. Hiſt. Angl. in 
Vit. H. 5. | * 


Henry the Fifth dying, and leaving but one Soh, who was an Infant of 

Eight - Months old, Tirms Livius ſays there was 'fome donbt whether. he 

Tires Live ſhould be accepted as King 3 but as ſoon as his Fathers Funerals were So- 
in Bibl. Bod. lemnized, the Eftates of the Realm of England, Aﬀemmbling and Con- 
Cot Record. ſulting together, they declared Henry the Sixth to be their Sovereign. 


In the Thitty fifth year of Heiry the Sixth, 2 tiew Limitation of the 
 - Crown was made by Patliametit, for thongh "the King had -a Son then 
Hubington's living, .yet «ws Enacted, That dwfing fis own Life onely, .Hery the 
Hiſt.E-44.10. Sth ſhould hold and enjoy the Cowh, and that during his Lift. Richard 
Cott.Rec.670 Duke of Tork, ſhould be repiited and Rid Heir Apparent to thr” Crown, 
Frutus and that it ſhould be Treaſon to cottipaſs his Deaths and after te Death, 
, PPAt7» Reſignation, &c. of Henry, the Crown was lithited | in Remainder to 
Richar 2nd his Heirs with a Provifo, that if Hey, 6r any in h.s behalf, 

| ſhould endeavour to difinnil or fiuſtrate this AR; that then Richar { fhould 

have the preſenc poſſeſſion of the Crown. And by force of this Act, of 
Paliament, . che fame Duke of York, taking advantage of Henry's Violation 

dt "itz did Jay claim to, and actewpt the ree6very-of the Kingdom,. as 

Hubingt. E.4- 2lſo-, did |. Bs Sohn Edward. after , him with beret fxcels'; and Edward did 
f.73 _ openly .indilt fpon this Title in. the ſpeech whixh he wade ar his Coro- 


_Þe was ally, Dectired by Exoar?'s firlt Partibiment, in thefirſt- year of bis 
Reign, that: Henry the Sixth jayies, broken the” aforeſzid Concord -in many 
lars,;the Crown was, duely devolved to Edward the Fourth by ver- 


irds Eder dhe Foutth beitig drivenour of the Kingdom, in the Tench 
&ign,the Pat > mens ettziithe. CroWtron-Fewythe Sixcdy 
us Male of lis Body, wich theRentaindet to'Geirge Diike'of Clarence, 
ara.che Fourth, ' who Was theteby aſfd detfared Heir xo Richard 


* 3% 


/ 


F 


Tis Tee b obſervation, that both the Families of r, k and ts clai- 
da Tule;by AQ ann, 9) of long os Bide THIE continocd, the 
Mine ot Henry 3p NE ba tiever ty Ditttbance Rom the Prerences = 
the 
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| {68 - 
the Houſe of Tork, who had undoubcedly the Right of Blox op thei mat But 
a8 ſoon 4s Rithard Duke of York hada Title veſted in him, by the Seatuce! mads But's Hiſt 
in the Thirty qinth year of Hcary the Sixth, then he « it was worth. of Rich.3.lib.'I- 
reeling '3 hor did he and his Son: deſiſt till ehey-- the fol. 20. 
X }. bh : 
Edward the Fonrth did recover the Kingdom again as ſuddenly as he 
loſt it, and prevaiF'd wich his. Parliament to repeal that Law whach was 
trade during his Expulfion, ' and fo left the Crown to that. young, un- 
fortunate Pritice Edward the Fifth, who held it - not long enough to 
have it put oh him with the uſual Solemnity z for thoughhe was Prockaimed, 
he was never Crowned King : For his Uncle Kichard Duke of Gloaceſter hav 
ing ſecured him and his Brother in the Tower, did cunningly infinuate the Ba- 
ſtardy of his Neptiew, and that Edward the Fourth had another Wife living 
- the time of his Marriage to their Mother, and alſo at rhe time of thew 

ireh1. | | Pont 

| The Report found Credit univerſally, in ſo much that the Duke of 

Buckingham coming to him at Baynards-Caſtle, with moſt of the great 
Lords and wiſe men of the Kingdom, and the Mayor and Aldermen of 
London, the Duke did in their Names acquaint him, that they had: unani- 
mouſly thought fic'to ele& him King, as being Heir to the Royal Blood of 
Richard Duke of Tork, upon whom the Crown was ehtail'd by che High Autho- 
rity of Parliamenit.* | ; by 

'Tis very. remarkable, that in Fig midſt of their higheſt Flatteries' and 
Courtſhip to him, they tell him only of chis great and fore Title by Act of 
Parliament; although if he had been indeed «( what was enged,) the 
Heir of the Houſe of York, his Right by Deſcent from Edward the Third was 
unqueſtionable. . | 1 

Richard -( after ſome feigned Excuſes) did at laſt accept of their Offer ©. Rec. fol. 
and Ele&ion 3 and the Parliament being ſoon after Aſſembled, they preſen- 79” 
red a Bill to this effet: Pleaſe it your Grace ta underſtand the Conſwderation, 
Eleion and Petition .under-written, . of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
of the Commons, &c, And thereby they Declate the Children of Zaward' the | Zh 
Fourth egitimare, and that his Br, George Duke of Clarence. was at- Sutks Rich. 3. 
tafited of High-Treaſon by Parliattent, in the 17th your of Edward the 119+ 1-19. 22. 
Fourth's Reign, by reaſon whereof aff rhe Iſſue of the ſaid George were and are 
diſabled and barr'd of all Right and Claim. that in_ any caſe they might have ur 
challenge by Inheritance to the Crown and Dignity Royal of this Realm, by the ancient 
Laws and Cuſtoms of the ſame. After which, confidering.that none 'of che un- 
corrupted lineal Blood of Richard Duke of York could be. found bur in his Per- 


ſan, ( ſay they ) We have choſen and do chooſe you vur —_ and S—_ 
Lord. Then the Bill prone, in reciting that all the Learned in the Laws do 
approve his Title, and declaring him King as well I of Conlanguinity 
and Inheritance, as by lawfdl EleRtjon, and entails the Crown on him and; the 
Heirs of his Body, and declares his Son Heir Apparent. 'To which the King gave 
his Royal Aſſent inthefe words ':. Er idem Domivus Rex, de Aﬀeniſu. diftorwen 
trium Statunm Regni, ©& Aurhoritate pratiifta, omnia & fingula premifſa, in Bll- 
la pradifta conteita cotcedir, & ta pro vero & indubio pronunciat, decernit, & de- 
clarat. | "has «1 IEERT | bare 
But the barbarous Murder of tis Nepbewsdid ſoon beger fuch an moiverGal 
Deteſtation of Xichard in the minds ofthe People;thacthey refolved be ſhould no 
longer Reign,overthem.; atd fo, tsking hold of a Precence whicli:Hemry Duike 
of Richmond {et up, they joyn'd with brith againſt Richard. : Thongh ian 
no more than a meer Pretence ; ' forgot only: the Righcof the #2#9//c 


DETork, (as fat as Blood tonld give Right ) was beforectut of tho Houl: of 


iven out Henry 


” 


caſter, but alſo he had no manner oF Iteteſtin thit Title nwlilch.che- 
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[ 40]. 
had, ſince his Claim was under a Baſtard, begotten in Adultery ; and be- 
, his Mother, Margarer Counteſs of Richmond, as Heir to whom he pretend- 

claim'd, was then living. Therefore Comines, the moſt judicious Writer of 


Age, and who knewiwell what was the ſence of Emrope wart Title, 


Line 
fides 
ed. 

that 


u'l rn avoit 


fays plainly, ( though he wrote in the time of Henry the Seventh ( 
Croix, ne Pile, ne nul Droit, (comme Feo Croy) ala Conronne A Angleterre. 
Nevertheleſs, Henry having ſlain Richard in Boſworth-field, the Crown was 
> pat on his Head by the Lord Stanley, with the general Acclamation of 
the People. But he was wiſe enough to think his Title to it wasnot very good, 
till it was made- ſo byan A of Parliament, and therefore in the firſt year of 


his Reign he procured oneco paſs in theſe words : 


= ES For the Wealth, Proſperity, and Surety of this Realm of Eng- 

land, andfor awoiding of all Ambiguities and Queſtions, 

(The wiſcſt of our Princes, you ſee, had no little Opinion 

of the Authority of a Parliament in this point,) Be it Or- 

dained, &c. That the Inheritance of the Crown of the Realms 

of England and France,with all the Prebeminences and Dig- 

nities Royal to the ſame appertaining, and the Ligeances to 

the Iſing belonging, beyond the Seas,&c. ſhall be, reſt, remain 

and abide in the moſt Royal Perſon of our Sovereign Lord 

Henry the Seventh, and in the Heirs of his Body lawfully 

' coming perpetually, with the Grace of God, and ſo to endure, 
and 10 other. | \ 


Lord Beer - Thus did the wiſeſt of our Kings eſtabliſh himſelf, and the beſt of our Hiſto- 
7411-12» rians mentions it as one of the greateſt Inſtances of his Wiſdom, That he did 
| not preſs to have this as a Declaration or Recognition of Ancient Right, bur 
onely- as an Eſtabliſhment of the poſſeſſion which he then had 3 nor to have the 
Remainder limited to any perſon after the determination of his Eſtate, but was 
content with the Settlement upon himſelf, and the Iſſue of his own Body, leav- 
ing it tothe Law, to decide wkat was to follow upon the failure of ſuch Hears. - 
Nor can any thing be more clear, . than that Henry the Seventh depended en- 
tirely on this Parliamentary Ticle, without extending any pretences of his Wives, 
(who 'was Heir of the Houſe of York, ): beyond this Eſtabliſhment, in as much 
'as the. Oaths of Allegiance and other publick Teſts and Securities, which were 
— __ required at that time of the Subjects, were not in general Terms, to the King, 
Biyner's Hit- his Heirs, and Succeflors, but ooly tothe King, and the Heirs Male of his Body 
mation, col- \Jawfully: begotten. An Inſtance of this, ( without going any further ) may be 
le&. ad lib, 2. ſeen amongſt the Records Printed at the end of the late Hiſtory of the Reforma- 
fol. 3,44 - tion, where Cardinal Adrian, when he was promoted by Herry the Seventh to the 
 Biſhoprick of Bathand Wells, renounces all Clauſes in the Popes Bulls, which may 

be prejudicial Domino meo ſupreme, & 'Heredibus ſuis corpore ſuolegitime procrearts, Ar- 

gliz Regibus 5, and he does afterwards ſwear Allegiance to him ia the very ſame 

Words, without taking any noticeof 'Remoter Heirs. ns 

' Henry the Eighth, the Heir to this Encail, Succeeded his Father 5 and chough 
he attempted as much:for. Arbitrary Power, and uſed Parliaments with as little 
| _ as any of his.Predeceffors ; Yet even he never doubted of their power in 

 ferling the Succeſſion but Valued ic muchrand reſorted to it frequently. 


In 
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| wk _ 


of th Reals _ | [- 
 begorten} on ir Anne, 4 ti 's of the -of* ſuch ſev len: * 
fvely, atcording "to the ronrſe of Flog Fe oC 


7D cheFear od owing, doe 
the Crown upon. the” 


Power is given the King for wanc ft & bis Body 
 *ceſſion by his Letters- Patents, or hislaft Will. 


. . Andin the 
pacing roi neo ts 


. own 


fach Eftare, andunder ſi hOnnd dion i he hol ple: 


- annihilate the Limitation and 


we beings, ee Bs gt _ —_ 
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In the 15th 


& coun al, 

the Sons of | his Body in liks manner 7, and: upon thes to the Lady, 

Elizabeth, ot fer bs to any oth Tfue ] ris Hm 

red to the 71 os Heirs of Henry, the:$#6: ” By the fame Statute every Subject at his 

yu VAGSG lig'd totake ap \Dath to defend che- ym B-. itz andthe refufal 

rb of f Trealds, cir uae ne harp } =_ eld in 5X 8.c.2, 

: Bom ment Entaited 28 H. 8. Raf. 
ody by Bkrer Fane | And Crown 4: 

ro "lhoſe bd the Suc- "4 


 . It is alſo made Treaſon, if any Uſurp upon thoſe to whom it'is fo pojtired. . 
Here the Parlidenr do not only Led x Tower of changing che no bur 
they Delegar#ir to andther. | 


ome'few. Years a Ter t 


ft the Perlienien by abother 35 ia. cP.I. 


mich th e Subjects bad! in him, in _ 


| « /And { Av- - 
ed d with his. 
, .and for 


Ir cot | te Friar to 


mantier' as 


ore oh 


ven to hm, 


fh oo nts hath Ee 7 
ro appotnt in, by Bite: to remain roach 3 


th alſo for'6b 


te Sanus ol ne rr upt any Perſon ro/whotn it is lin us fag 
or foul be by tie 2x, purſagutt tothe power giver him thereby. + | 
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re Tie, CME req & JE, but yet he confeſſes, that ſince the thing, 


was done, 'it was now valid and aathoideble, unleſs ſome Circymſtances-did: 
iſpoſition'made by King Henry's Will, 
And ſo he procreds to prove 


at the Power which was iy en to'the King 
by theſe Statutes was not potſued; vhch it ougtit.to have 


en moſt! ſtrialy,. 
and 


' 


ce 


y 
| £23 E | 

and in.a preciſe Form) ; for that the King neyer figned/the Will, but that his 

Name, fet to.it, was forged :, Nay, 1 will. yenfure to ſay that in all the Books 
Tree ata which-were written to ſupport the Claim of the: Scoriſh Queen again King Hen- 
the Twle of 2 5. Will, (though the whole' power and wealth of the Guiſes were employed 
Q Mey tothe £2 {et every-Wir at work on that deſign) there was never any ſtreſs laid upon it, 


Snccefſion, Or 10 much as a pretence that. theſe Ads of Parliament were yoid or inc fetual 


£22.38,39-&c. in themſclyes. . Inthat Diſcourſe which was publiſhed by Philips, and compoſed 


-ot "y Fame 4 by Sir Azzrhopy Brown, one of. the Juſtices of - the Common Pleas, .who was ( in 
, 9 Judg Dodgersdges opinion) a Perſon of an incomparable ſharpneſs of Wir, 


pag, 8. 


Pl 


King Henry. as: King, had no power pats of the Crown, and. therefore 
made him only as it were a Com- 


It 15 time for ps to go.0n. 


. Edward the Sixth ſucceeded his Father, and took'upon-him a power, which 


mult be racy fre ; Fox Q. Catherine was alive at thetime when Elizabeth was 
' the firſt Marriage was plea Q. Mary and if the ſecond 


Mort's Reports Common. Pleas, and afterwards of the Kings Bench (one who had the repnta- 
827, 0-828, Hagel the ableſt and. wiſeſt Lawyer of Tis Ne 


* -. ted, and being in great danger upon that account, drew up a State of his own 


Fulle's, Ch. nity, was, that if Q. Mary came tothe Crown, -ſhe took it by force of the Act 

Hiſtory, lib.8. of Parliament which did limit it to her gn Remainder, ſothat ſhe-cam& in as a 

fol. 5. Purchaſer, and, not ih privity of Eſtate to her Brother, and conſequently could 
' Not puniſh Treaſons gr Offences commirted-in his time.  -. 


I muſtneeds-alſo'obſerve, "that ini the Articles madeupon the Marriage of Q. 


1 Mar. Parl.2, Mary with Ph..of Spain, which were confirmed by Act of Parliament, the ſeveral 
cap. 2- - _ Crownsand Territories..of Philip are diftributed part to Charles the Infant of 
Spain, part tothe Iſſue of the intended Marriage. . Whereby it does appear not 

| only what opinion all Exrepe.had of 'the power of an'Engliſh Parliament, bur al- 

\ ſo that by the conſent of the Eſtates of [other Realms, Crowns might be limited 


* 4 ” 


and diſpoſed aut of the ordinary courſe of Deſcent.” 


In thefirſt year of Q, Elizabeth, the Parliament recognize het Title to the - 
i Eliz, t.3 Crown, with expreſs relation tothe Statute 35 #. 8. whichinveſts.it in ber and 


the Heirs of her Body, and do enact thar, the Limitation. made'by that'Statute 


1 Z.c.s ſhallſtand andremain as Law for ever, and all Sentences, ' Judgments 2nd De- 


crees to the contrary. arg declared to be yoid, and. appointed to. be cancelted. 
And the ſeveral Offences which are made Treaſon by another Statute in.the fame 
Year, areall reſtrain*d tothe Queen and the Heirs of her Bcdy only. The Par- 
liamentantending to extend that new Sccyrity no furthnr than her Eſtate in the 

- > Ele, c, 1, Crown (which ſhe took by that Parliamentary Limitation) did extend... |» 
Roft. Treaſon: ' 1n her thirteenth year it was Enacted, Thatif any perſon claim Title to the 
27 Crown for bimſelf or any other, during her Life, 'of ſhall not upon Pang Fe 
| nowledg 


N, 
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knowledg. her Right, He ſhall.be diſabled during bis Life to have the Crown in Suc- 
ceſſion as if be were naturally dead. © And to affirm Right of Succellion in ſuch Clat- 
' mer or Uſurper, (after Proclamation made of ſych Claitn or Uſurpation) is made. 
Treaſon. Nordoves the Siatute ſtop there, but makes it Treaſon, during the lite | 
of the Queen, and forfeiture of all Goods and Chatrels after her decealce, to af- I” 
firm thar the Queeu, with and by the Authority of Parliament, is not able r9 | 
make-Laws and Statutes of ſufficient force and validity to limit and bind the 
Crown of this Realm, and the Defcent, Limitation, Inheritance and Govern- 
ment thereof; or that this or any other Stature made by Parliament, with the 
Queens Aﬀſent, is not ov ought nor, to' be for-ever of ſufficient force to bind and ' 
govern all perſons, their Rights aud' Titles that may claim any Intere$+ or Poſſiv1- 
lity itt or to the Crown in Poſſeſſion, Remainder, Inheritance, Succeſſion or otherwiſe. + 
It were well if ſome'raſh Men, who'preſume in their Diſcourſes to reſtrain the = 
power of the Parliament (that is, the King, Lords and Commons) inthe great £ 
buſineſs of the Succeffion, would be ſo wiſe as to remember this'Att, C which is 
{tilt in force and the penalty to 'which they ſubje&t themſelves by ſuch ſawcy 
Talk. - That incomparable States-man the Lord Burlezgh had another kind of 
opinion of the Security which an Act of Parliament could give his Royal Mi- ©, 
ſtreſs, by making the Scotiſh Queen' (the Popiſh Succeſſor ,ot rhat time) una- ambagad. fcl; 
ble and unworthy of the Succeſſion 3 as aþÞpears in a Letter which he wrote about 28g. 
this time to Sir Francis Walſingham, then Ambaſlador in France, 

In the twenty feventh year of Queen Elizabeth it. was enacted that if any In- 87 Eli 54p.1- 
valion was made, or Rebellion, or other thing tending to the hurt of her Peſcon 
by or for, or with the privity of any one who ſhoula'or might pretend Title to 
the Crown, and the ſame ſhould be adjudged in ſuch manner as that Law ap-_ 
points, then every Vdc againſt whom ſuch Judgment ſhould be given, ſhould 
be excluded and diſabled for ever'to have or claim the Crown ; And that the 
Subjects of this Realm lawfully might by all forcible and poſlible means, purſue 
- all foch Offendets': . And their Iſſues aſſenting or privy thereto, are in like man- 
ner difabled and'to'be purfued: And this Act was made in purſtance of an A(- 
ſociation enter*d into by the People in the vacancy of Parliament out cf their 
great zeal for the preſervationof the life of that excellent Princeſs. - + 
#By ytrtue of his Statute ſary Queen of Scorland was afterwards excguted, Fr Strangway's 
appears by the Commiſſion for her Trial- 5-43 | | Hiſt, of = 
King Tames her Son, who was a wiſer Prince, and not wholly govyern'd 'by nn 3a 
Prizfts, as-his Mother was, though he had the ſame pretences that ſhe-had, yer © 
never diſputed his Right, or ſet on foot any Title during the Life of the evet 
' Renowned Queen ; though ſhe would never ſuffer him to be declared her-Succeſ: 
for. © He'was too wiſe to incur the like diſability as his Mother had done, aud to 
conteſt a Title eſtabliſh?d by Parliament. + - Fo 
After Queen Elizabeth's Death, the At of Recognition made upon K. Famei 
his coming tothe Crown, doth particularly iaſiſt apon that Title, which was 
raiſed by- At of Parliament to Henry the Seventh, and the Heirs of his Body, 
and that immediately upon the Queen's Deceaſe the Crown deſcended and came 
to R. Fames; 1d that. you ſee the Title of Q. Elizabeth is _— acknowledged by 
Parliamegt : And the entail made by the Statute of. 35 2. 8. being ſpent upon 
her Death without Iſſue, K., Fame comes in as next Heir to the old Entail tnale 
the firſt year of Henry the Seventh; _ + Ina 
\' ThusThave ſet down beforeyou the whole courſe of the Engliſh Succeſſion as 
Plainly, as truly, and as briefly ay is poſſible. I ſhall leave every Man to make 
his own Obſcryations 'on this Hiſtorical DeduCtion : But this one obſervation I 
_ believe all Men muſt make from it, That it hath been the Conſtant apinion of all 
Ages that the Parliament of 'Eng/azd had an unqueſtionable power ta limit, re- 
ſtrain and qualify the Succeſſion asthey pleaſed, and that in all Ages they tiave "11 
- 'ptit their power in practice ; and thar. the Hiſtorian bad reaſon for ſaying that 
ſ:1dom or never the third Heir ina rightdeſcent enjoy'd the Crown of England, | 
' It were as caſy to ſhew that in all other Kingdoms the .next of Blood hath Dae, fot.s. 
een fr:quently excluded from the , but the Hiſtory of our own Coun- is vita, Zi. | 


=_ 
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ent from the States of France, made to Charles of Lorran, when they had ſo- 


lemnly.rejedted him ( though he was Brother to Loys 4? Ourremes, and next Heir 
J tothe Crown). and had elected Hugh Caper for.their King. They told him that 
Gerr, du Hail. every one knew that the Succeſlion of the Crown of France belonged to him, and 


"TY lib.5. an 988. not Hugh Capet. But yet (ſay they) the very ſame Laws which give you this 


Right of Succeſſion, do jndg. you alſo unworthy of the ſame, for that you 


have not hithertoendeavourcd to frame your Manners according to the Preſcript. . 


of rhoſe Laws, nor according to the uſages and cuſtoms of your Countrey, bur 
rather have ally*d your {elf with the German-Nation our old Enemies, and have 
loved their vile and baſe manners. Wherefore ſeeing you have forſaken the an- 
cient virtue and ſweetneſs of your Country, we have allo forſaken and aban- 


doned you, and have choſen Hugh Caper for our King and put you back, and 


* this without any ſcruple of Conſcience at all, eſteemipg.it better and more juſt 
to live.under him, enjoying our Ancient Laws, Cuſtoms, Priviledges and Liber- 
ties, than under you the Heir by Blood in Oppreſlion, ſtrange Cuſtoms and Cru- 

_ elty.  Foras thoſe who are to make a Voyageat Sea donot much conſider whe- 
+ _ ther the Pilot be: Owner of the Ship, but whicther he be Skilful and Wary : ſo 
_ © © our care is to have a Prince to govern us gently and happily, ( which is the end 

' **For which Princes were appointed ) and for theſe ends we judg this Man fitter to 
Þ6 our King. .:. ... -- oy] | et 

_ Certainly it were a moſt dangerous thing to have an Opinion prevail, that 

_ the Kigg in concurrence with his Parliament ſhopld not have power tochange 

the direct order of. Succeſſion, though the preſervation. both of him and bis 
People did depend upon it. For it does directly tend' to Anarchy, and makes 
the Goveramett to want power to defend it ſelf, by making ſiich Alterations 
as the variety of Accidents in ſeveral.Ages may make abſolutely necellary. There 
mu 


uſt be a ſupreme uncontroulable Power lodged ſomewhere. And the Men who 
talk at this _ can hardly find where it is lodged in England, if not, in the 
King, Lords and Commons in Parliament... | _-_ i) EE 
But when a Man begins to ask a Reaſon of this Doftrine of theirs, that proxi- 


my of Blood does give a Title unchangeable by any hamane Laws, the Teachexs | 
© 


- which Kings as patural Fathers of their People haye derived down to them from 
Adam. And this Notion though it be no older than the preſent Age, hasbeen 
very frequent in Mens Mouths and Books, and has much pleaſed of late (as new 

' things uſe to do.) But they conſider not that if this be true, there never 
CG Be but one Rightful Mpnarch in the Univeric, that is, .He only who is the 

| ditett *ahd Lineal Heir of Aden then living. And thus theſe great Patrons 
of Abſolute Power, inſtead of ſupporting, do ſhake the Thrones of all the 

- Princes in the World, ſince one ot thein at this day can make out any ſuch 
itle. OE IND a 7s eb, On; 
- There are others who being deſirous to -ng wh upon the Crown a Comple- 
ment of the like nature, which they were at the ſame time obtaining from it, 
have declared in general, That Monarchy is of Divine Right, That Princes ſuc- 
 ceed by the Laws of God, That their Title is not ſubje& to any Earthly Cog- 
nizance, nor owing to any Conſent of the People. But the Conſequences of this 
Quiaiop are not once conſider'd by theſe Men, that thereby the Property of all 


it differ exceedingly 3 ſome of them tell us of a Divine Patriarchal E jor 


jects, and the Laws' of all Countries are deſtroy'd together. For no Hu-- 


| man Laws or Contrads can bind or reltrain a Power divinely' inſtituted. ( Or 


Cord. Palzv. ' if you like it better in the words of a great Cardinal ) A Juriſdi&ion which is | 


Hiſt. Conc Tiid. of - Divine Right, is not alterable by the Will or Power of Man. | 
| 66.18. c.15 Beſides all Communities which live under another Form of Government, muſt 
be guilty of violating this Diyine Inſtitution. And perhaps there are few others 
les the-Great Twrks Domigions, which are govern'd as they ought to be. 
-In-what a daninable condition are the Yenetians and the Netherlands, who 
. - admit no Monarch at all ?. Poland and the Empire, whoele& their Princes, and 
- . will net hear talk of this Divine Right of Succellion. 


Aragon, 
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wherein God obliges a People to this or rhat Form, till they have 


__— M 
Aragon, where they do not only ele& their King, but tc] him plainly at his 
Coronation, that they will depoſe him if he obſ:ryes not the Conditibos which 
they require from him, and have a ſetled Officer, cail'd EP Juſtirsa, for that 
purpoſe. Nay, even. France it ſelf, which *tis notorioully known, does exclude 

Women from this Divine Right. h | 


' That. Government is of Nature, and derived from Gad, is manifeſt, -No- 


thing is more- natural in. Man than the Deſire of Scciety, and withour Govyern- 


ment. Society would be intolerable. Bur can it be proved from hence thar the - 
Governmenr.-cannot be moulded into ſeveral Forms agreeable to the Interc{t 
and Diſpobtions'of ſeveral Nations, and may not be varied from time to time 
as occation requires, by the mutual Conſent of the Governours, and of thoſe 


'who are Governed ? © . | 


And after all pretences of this kind, let any place of Scripture be produced 
irſt obliged 

themſelves to it by ſome Act of their own ? | 5 
1 do agree that if God by any extraordinary Revelation has ordain'd any 
ſort. of Government, or by any immediate Denomination, has conferr*d a King- 
dom on.any Family, -and has directed in whay order the Crown ſhall deſcend, 
that all-Men are bound to ſubmit to it, and acquieſce in'the Divine Wil), as ſoon 
as it is clearly andevidently made out to thern ; but they muſt not be aogry if + 
Men expet ſuch an Evidence. | | 
There is-a third ſort of Men, who tell us this Realm being entirely ſubdued 
by the Conqueror, and by him left to deſcend to his Heirs, none of theſe. 


Heirs who derive a Title under him can deprive thoſe who are to ſucceed of 


any Right which they ought to have, but muſt leave the Crown as free to them 
as they themſelves received it ſrom their Anceſtors. * 7 
I will not here” infiſt upon the Danger that any Prince runs into; who founds 

his Title in Focce, becauſe it will be hard to prove that ſach an one does not 
leave as good a Title open for every Man who can make himſelf ſtrong enough: 
Nor need I trouble my ſelf to ſhew, that all Conqueſt does not put the Con- 
queror into an ' Abſolute Right. Though :it be moſt. evident in the Caſe of 
Wiliam the Firſt, who did by his Sword proſecute a Claim of another Nature; | 
and meant only to acquire that Right, and after Conqueſtrelted in it. . He 

pretended to the'Crown as the Gift of King Edward, and to vindicate that 
Title, heenter*d with Arms. And though his Refation to the Crown was more 
remote than that of Edgar Etheling (then a Child), yet this Title was better 
than Harolds the preſent Uſurper,who could pretend no Kindred at all, and who 
had himſelf ſworn'to ſupport the Grant to William. Nor did hewlaim a Power 
by Conqueſt, (though the Name of Conqueror was given him by after-Times, 
ſays Daniel) but ſubmitted to the Orders of the Kingdom, deſirous rather to 
have his Teſtamentary Title, . than his Swoxrd,to make good his Succeſſion. But 


- 


- I will admit that he made an abſolnte Conqueſt, and then theſe Men will grant 
.- that he might himſelf diſpoſe of this Conquer?d Kingdom. ' Therefore if he did 


not leave it todeſcend in ſuch a manner as .they would have ir go, nor did in- 
ſtitute any ſuch ſort of -Suceeſſion; fyrely this Argument of theirs will fall rothe 
ground, Now 'tis plain” that he never deſign'd that the Crown ſhould deſcend; 
but. gave it to his ſecond Son, and thereby gave an early Example of excluding 
and pretermitting the Vnworthy, | | | 07 EFF., | 

Laſtlys Others obje& that the Fundamental Laws of the Land, againſt whick 


7 


no Aft of Parliament can be of Force, have ſo eſtabliſh'd the - Succeſſion, thar 


the Courſe of it cannothbe alter*d. This is ſurely.a new Diſcovery unknown t6 
our Fore-fathers, as"the foregoing Hiſtory does abundantly prove: Butter - 
theſe ObjeRors be asked, By what Authority theſe Imaginary Laws were made ? 
For if an Authority gqual to that which-made them be ſtil} in being,'' That Au- 
thority may > 7 ke them when-ever it pleaſes to exert-it ſelf. If. the 
King alone made-them;.no doubt but that he may ctiange theny-too. | If they 
will ſay they were made by the diffuſive Body- of the People'; they run be- 
fore thay are aware into the Guilt of WINE thar [do! the Multitude;" and 
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make'a great ſtep towards placing the Foundation of the: Government upon 


Contra& and Conſent. But then let them produce thoſe Laws, or ſome Authen- 
tick Memorial of them, before it be exatted from us to believe there were ever 
any ſuch. | : "04 


. Yes, they will ay, there is ſuch an Ancient Law acknowledged by:all the 


: 


H.q. f. 4. b. 


Que le Roy fu 


perſon able &+ 
diſcharge d' 


auſeun attainder ' 


£0 falto quiil 
Witt 
Reign & eſre 
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' ten Years after, He 


Judges; and known toevery Man, that the Deſcent of.the Crown purges all 
Defefts whatſoever- This Maxim, as it 1s uſually repeated, is 4n theſe words, 
and this might be admitted, and yer could not be pertinently apply'd to a Cafe 
where the Deſcent it ſelf is prevented by a Law. But will:not take advan- 
tage of. their word:, but will conſider the Objeftion, as it ſtands in that Buok 
where the firſt mention of it was made, and that is in the Tear Book, of Henry 
the Seventh, it being ſaid there by the Judges, That the King was a Perſon Able 


and Diſcharged of any Attainder, eo. fafto, that he took upon him the Govern- - 


ment, and to he King. , / 17 x K-42 | 

Firſt, This was not only an+extra-judicial Opinion, but was not- pertinent 
to the Queſtion referr'd to their Conlideration, Whether thoſe who were cho. 
ſen into the Houſe of Commons, and were at that time attainted of Treaſon, 
wight fit. in Parliament till their Attainders were reverſed ;/ and they all 
agree that their Attaioders ſhould firſt be annulled. But then: they. proceed to 


ſay, That there was no neceſlity that the King's Attainder ſhould be Reverſed, - 


for' that he-might enable himſelf, and needed not any AR of Reverſal. . Bur 
1urely.they ſaid very wiſely.in what they ſaid. for he who.had won a Crown 
in the Field, chad gone a great way towards enabling himſelf to wear it. - Moſt 
ſure itis, that jf-an Act of Reverſal were necellary before he could. fit, that 
then it was impoſlible he ever ſhould ſit there, becauie no ſuch Act. conld be 
made without the Royal Adent. Henry the Seventh was then King de fatto, 
and in 'poſſeſlion of the Throne, and it was ſomewhat of the lateſt to conſider 
whether-be was qualified or not. Certainly it had been ſtrange ſelf-denial in 


the Judges, anda neelett of themſelves, (which is not uſual. with them) to have - 


alledpged an Lncurable Diſability in the King, from whencethey had their Patents 
and Authority. . Tels | ek | 
- In the next place let us conſider what Precedent the Judges cite to juſtify 
this Opinien of theirs, and. how oppoſite it is. Herry the Sixth being driven 
out of the Kingdom by Edward the Fourth, The Conqueror call 'd a Parliament, 
and got an Act to paſs, whereby Hevry was diſabled to hold the Crown. About 
regains the Kingdom, and upon this re-acceſſion to 
the Crown, 'Cas*tis uſually call'd.) this Act- is never repeal'd. But does not 
every Child-ſee'the Reaſons of it ?: For if Henry was lawful King, (and before he 
way not to deubt'/that) the AG it ſelf was void, in as much as it wanted the 
Royal Aſſent. - So that: for him-to have procured an ACt of Repeal, had been to 
affirm a Title'tothe Crown in-E@award. - But without doubt, this Opinion of the 
Judges: as it is apply'd by the Objeftors, was new and unheard of before. We 
ice BENE oe To was med by the Rn Men __ time of 
King Fohly., hey thought his B corrupped, an lim uncapable of. takin 
the * vm by: Deſcent, becauſe tie was Attainted of Treaſon ; which rebvnited 
with thas Pngto ſend over his Son Lews,toiputin his Chim in Right of his Wife, 
who was the next Heir. It alſo ought to be obſerved, that the true Reaſon why 
tbe generalicy of:the Nation did ſo long approve the Fitle of-the Houſe of Lan- 


caſter was,becauſe all the Princes of the: Houſe 'of Tork, were Attainted of. Frea- 
ſon, and their Blood co d. But as ſooh asever this Corruption was purged, 


and Richard Duke of York, was declared Heir Apparent by Parliament, the People 


Joon forſook the Lancaftrians, and ſet the Hoſe of York in the Throne. \ 


-. . Nays! the very learned Men of the ſame Age with theſe-Judges, though quite 
otherwiſe, as will r beyond contradiction in this faryous Caſe which fol- 
lows. ' Riche the bird hadono- Elder Brothers, Bdawd,.and George Duke of 
Clarence. "Richard deſigning to ſecure the Crown to bimſelfy had procured the 
Children.of Edward to be declared: Illegitimate, yet ſtill the Duke of Clarence 
hadtiflue living which might pretend. But obſerve what the Parliament fy 

| | as 
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(as to this), in the firſt year of Richard the Third : © That in the ſeventeenth 
<* Year of Edward the Fourth, George Duke of Clarence 'was Attainted of Trea- 
+ ſon, by reaſon whereof all the [{ſye-of the faid George was, and is Diſabled 
<« and Barred of all Right and Claim, that in any cafe he or his Ive might haye 
«< or challenge by Inheritance tothe Crown and Dignity Royal of theſe Realms. 
*© After that we conſider that you be the undoubred Heir, &c.' And fo they 
<« proceed, afhirming that all Learned' Men in the Laws do approve his Title. 
You fee within leſs than three Years before this Opinion of the Judges, The 


V-fup. &* Cott, 
Rec, 709. 


whole Parliament do not only give their Opinion, but affure you that all Learned | 


Men of that time heid clearly that an Attainder did hinder the defcent, of the 
Crown, and incapacitate the Perfon-to take it. Nay, what goes yet-further in 
this matter, Richard himſelf, thopgh he was as jealous to ſecure his Title as ever 
Tyrant was, and had as good advice to diſcern the moſtdiſtant danger : though 
he was always reſtleſs in, endeavouring to get the Earl of Richmond into his 
Hands, who was a very reinate Pretender,. and, only deſcended from a Baſtard 
of the Houſe of Lancaſter, yer he fear'd nothing on this fide... He knew how 
he had wrong'd the Children of his : Brother  Edpard, and, could not be at 


eaſe till he Nad ſent them out of the. World, but; he let the Children of his _ 


Brother Clarence live, without apprebending any danger from them, becauſe 
their Blood was corrupted, and all-poſſibilicy of Deſcent taken from them by 
the Attainder of their Father, It, was' this. only preſerved them alive; and 
not any:remorſe-of Conſcience, or apy niceneſs in ſending another Nephew out 
of the World after thoſe whom he bac diſparch'd before. - Ehis notable. Cafe 
attended with theſe Circumſtances, will, convince every. Maneither that the 


Judges intended ng ſuch thing by their Opinion as ſome Men fancy,.or ele at 


teaſt that extrajudicial Opinions were then as Apocryphal as they: have been 
fnce: 73. | 42; 1 of, Life $47? Fig 

Connder, laſtly, the unreaſonableneſs. of this Doctrine which tends directly 
to ſubvert Government, and to put the Life of the King Regnant into the hands 
of his Succeſſor. The next Heir may commit Rapes, and Murders, and Treaſons, 


burn Cities, or betray Fleets, may conſpire againſt the Life of his Prince, and yer* 


after all, if by Flight or Force he can ſave himſelFEtill ſome of hjs Accomplices can 


} 


get the King diſpatch'd, in ſpight of all Laws and- Juſtice he muſt come to the . 


Crown, and be Innocent. h | 

But when | reflect what ſort. of Men | am arguing with, and how willingly 
they uſe to fubmit to Authority, I think I ſhall convince them beſt by citing rhe 
Opinions of two great Men, the one a Cardinal, the other a Lord Chancellor, 


| | both of them Martyrs for the Papal Supremacy, | mean Bp Fiſher, and Sir Thomas 


Atcor. Andif their Judgmeats approve the power of Parliaments in the buſinefs 
of the Succeſſion, it cannot. but weigh very much on ſich occaſions as this. 


*Tis well known how with reſolution cven to death they refuſed the Oath of Suc- ,; 


ceſſion which the Partiament had framed, becauſe therein the Kings Supremacy 
was avow?d, and therefore they cannot be ſuſpected to diſſemble, when at the 
very ſame time they declared,thart if that of Supremacy was left out, they would 
willingly Swear an Oath to maintain the Succeſſion of the Crown to the Iſſve 
of the Kings preſent Marriage,as it was then eſtabliſh'd by Parliament,and gave 


. this reaſon for it, that this was in the Power of a Parliament to determine ; 


but not who was ſupreme Head of the Church. Sir Thomas Moor went further, 
and own'd a very ſtrange Opinion of their Power in this point. But he ſays 
expreſly at the ſame. time, that the Parliament had unqueſtionable Authority 
in the ordering'of the Succeſſion, and that the People were bound to obey them 


therein. | tf | _——_ 
After the Teſtimonies of theſe two great Papiſts, it will be little to add the 
Teſtimony of a Proteſtant. But yet I will mention what Sir Walter Rawleigh 


RN, "RA 
lib,2. fol.1 55. 


(who was no inconſiderable Man, though a Prateſtant) ſays in his Incompara- 


b'e Preface to the Hiſtory of the World ? « Without doubt ( ſays he ) Humane 
< Reaſon would have judged.no otherwiſe but that Henry the Fourth had rendred 
E the Succeſſion as unqueſtionable by the A& of Parliament which he had pro- 

E 2 $ cured 
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2 _ to entail it on his Iſſues, as by his own At he had left his enemies pow- 
c or i $5 ee me he 7 | : J 44 
” But ſinking Men catch hold of every thing, and when they cannotobje&tothe 
validity, they will tell us, That fuchan A&t of Parliament to diſinher itz/thenexc 
Heirs unjuſt and withour a ſufficient ground. oo no 
I willnot at preſent enter into the Diſpute how far-the Uifference of 'Religi- 
on, which will alſo neceſſarily draw on a change in the Government, does: raft}. 
| fy Men'in ſeeking to [preſent the two deareſt things'on earth in an orderly and 
"Jawful'way. 'I will not (though 1 ſafely might) challenge theſe Men to'tell me, 
where ever any ſettled Nation which had Laws of their own, and were'not 
uider the immediate force of a veror, did ever admit of a King of ano- 
ther Religion than their own. I will not inſiſt on it that the Crown's not a 
bare Ihheritance,: butan Inheritance accompanying an Office of Truſt; and that 
'if a Man's defects render him uncapable/of the Truſt, he has alſo forfeited the 
Inheritance: Inced ——_ far a Nation is tobe excuſed for executing]uſtice - 
' -ſurnmarily, and withont the tedious formalities of Law, when the neceſſity of 
- things requires haſte; and the Party flies from Juſtice, and his Confederates are 
numerous and daring, andthe Princes Life in danger. Ee 
But thisT will ſay,” that if the Parliament have power in this thing, which-I 
'need not prove, by ſhewing that the ordinary courſe of- Law allows Heirs to 
. bedifinherited"of Fines and Recoveries, 'and that the Parliament in all Ages 
_ has frequently done it by making Acts 'to alter the ſtrongeſt Settlements, .where 
quity has diQated-'Iit, - though- the Heirs wete never:in any-wiſe criminal. 
-Fhere, according toSir Thomas Moors Opinion, the People are bound in Conſci- 
efice” to obey their Laws, and muſt not pretend to enquire whether they were 
-made upon juſts Grounds. © For by the ſame Reaſon' they tnay pretend'thar all? 
- other Laws were madowithout juſt Cavſe, and refuſe'obedience to any of th:m. 
And ſurely thoſe that ſhould do ſo, would be an excellent Zoya! Party. God de- 
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- 


"fend this Nation from ſuch Loyalty 3 as-Oppoſes it TAHlf to the Laws. 


_ 1348 19 


